American Literature

Survey of Literary Styles

NATIVE AMERICAN TRADITIONS: Before 1500 literature in America was primarily of the oral storytelling form.  These stories helped sustain and convey the________ _________, _______ _________, and ________ _________of traditional cultures. 

Since the arrival of Europeans in North America, there have been 4 major literary movements in American Literature:  (each of these may be made up several unique branches)

 I.    ________________________
-The Puritan Age

-The Age of Enlightenment

II.   ____________________
 - Transcendentalism


  - Gothic

III.  ____________________
-Naturalism

-Imagism

IV.  ____________________
-Harlem Renaissance

-Stream of Consciousness

-Imagism

The influences of these literary movements and ideas run throughout our literature & life.  Most of us can see aspects of these ideas surfacing in ourselves and in the literature we read and study.

I. CLASSICISM
A. A Movement or style of ____________, 



__________ and _______________which 


stressed the ideas of ________, _________, 

and ____________that were established by 


the “classical” Ancient _________ and 



________ and by the teachings of the 



_________.
B. This was the dominant style of literature in Europe and America until the____________.  In America we identify two distinct Classicist periods:

1. The                             (1620-1720)

Beginning with the Pilgrim settlers, this time period is noted for its ____________ 

___________________:

-Original _______
-the heavenly virtue of ____________
-an awesome powerful ______ in whose hands rest everyone’s ____both in life and in the everlasting afterlife.

Most of the literature produced during this time was in the form of _______, ______, and some _______.

--William __________ (1590-1657)

--Anne ____________ (1612-1672)

--Jonathan _____________ (1703-1758)

2. The Age of                                (1720- 

1820)


     This period is marked by:    

-decreased emphasis on____________; replaced by “_________ ____________” 

-increased focus on ________ ________; especially John ________’s philosophy of the “_________________.”

--Thomas_________, Patrick _______, John ______, Abigail __________, Ben _________
C. 
General Characteristics of Classicism in 
literature:
-_______ & _________; ________ & _____;
-respect for ___________;
-________ can be trusted; feelings &  

  emotions cannot be measured, 

  therefore cannot be trusted;
-the pursuit of ______ _______ is celebrated;
-the recognition that there is a “________ 

 ___________” above humans in life; 

-individuals should adjust to the rules of    

 _________ and the rules of _______;
-focus on perfect standards for human behavior established by authorities such as the _____________ & the _________
-numerous                       to Greek/Roman 

___________ & ________ and to the _____;
-_________ is viewed as a ________ which simply runs according to the _____ of the ____________ which were established by a ______________ (____).
